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GOLDEN  GATE'S  GOLDEN  ANNIVERSARY  BANQUET 

Our  gala  50th  Anniversary  Banquet  to  be  held  at  the  Kaiser  Center 
dining  room,  300  Lakeside  Drive,  in  downtown  Oakland  on  Thursday,  June 
8,  will  have  Charles  H.  Callison,  Executive  Vice-President  of  the  National 
Audubon  Society,  as  featured  speaker.  We  are  honored  that  Mr.  Callison 
is  able  to  come  from  New  York  to  be  with  us.  The  presence  of  William  N. 
Goodall,  Western  Representative  of  the  National  Audubon  Society,  and 
officers  from  other  Northern  California  societies  will  add  to  our  celebra- 
tion. 

All  members  and  friends  of  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  are  invited 
to  join  in  this  happy  occasion.  The  evening  begins  with  a champagne 
punch  social  horn  at  6 p.m.  Dinner  is  served  at  6:45  p.m.  Cost  of  the  event 
is  $5  per  person.  The  deadline  for  reservations  will  be  Friday  June  2.  Please 
clip  or  copy  the  following  form  and  send  it  with  your  check  to  Mrs.  Kath- 
leen Horr,  3326  Beechwood  Drive,  Lafayette,  Calif.  94549. 


GULL 

BULLETIN 


Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $ for dinners  at  $5. 

Name Phone 

Address  


Tables  may  be  reserved  for  groups  of  10  persons. 

Tickets  will  not  be  sent;  your  check  is  your  receipt.  Please  make  checks 
payable  to  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society.  — MRS.  PATRICIA  BOESE, 
Chairman. 

PICNIC  AT  CANYON  RANCH  ON  MAY  7 

Instead  of  an  evening  meeting  in  May,  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society 
will  have  a picnic  at  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch,  Bolinas  Lagoon,  at  noon 
Sunday  May  7.  It  will  be  a no-host  bring-your-lunch  picnic.  Telescopes 
will  be  available  for  close-up  views  of  the  great  blue  herons  and  common 
egrets  feeding  their  young  in  the  tree-top  nests.  Bring  your  friends  and 
explore  the  interesting  trails  on  the  ranch  from  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  MAY 

Wednesday,  May  3,  to  Samuel  P.  Taylor  State  Park,  Marin  County. 
Many  birds  and  wildflowers  may  be  seen  in  the  variety  of  habitat  the  park 
affords.  About  a four-mile  round  trip  hike  will  be  taken.  Bring  lunch  in 
knapsack.  Meet  promptly  at  9 a.m.  in  Madrone  Picnic  area,  which  is  ap- 
proximately mile  west  of  Park  Headquarters  on  Sir  Francis  Drake  Blvd. 
Leader,  Derrick  Andrews,  Park  Naturalist. 

Saturday,  May  6,  above  trip  will  be  repeated. 

Saturday,  May  13,  to  Mt.  Diablo  State  Park,  Contra  Costa  County. 
The  typical  habitat  here  — grassland,  chaparral  and  oak  woodland  — makes 
this  an  excellent  area  to  hear  and  observe  the  common  nesting  and  migrat- 
ing birds.  Although  elusive,  the  nesting  sage,  rufous-crowned,  and  black- 
chinned  sparrows  may  be  heard.  Meet  at  7 a.m.  at  South  Gate  entrance, 
which  can  be  reached  by  turning  off  the  680  freeway  at  Danville.  Bring 
lunch.  Leader,  Marie  Mans,  848-5186. 

Sunday,  May  21 , Briones  Regional  Park,  Contra  Costa  County.  Leader, 
Alice  Radcliffe,  567-5856.  Meet  9 a.m.  Bear  Creek  Rd.  and  Briones  Rd. 

Friday-Sunday,  June  2-4,  Yosemite  National  Park.  In  previous  years 
at  this  time  great  gray  and  pygmy  owls,  black -backed  three-toed  wood- 
pecker and  Williamson’s  sapsucker  were  seen.  Interesting  mammals  and 
beautiful  flowers  can  be  found.  Field  trips  will  start  from  the  main  post 
office  in  Yosemite  at  9 a.m.  and  1 p.m.  on  Saturday.  This  meeting  place  is  in 
the  Government  Center.  Leader,  Warren  Larson,  525-9149.  Sunday  will  be 
a free  day  to  give  you  the  opportunity  to  better  explore  the  areas  you 
visited  the  previous  day.  Also,  some  of  the  people  plan  to  visit  the  Crane 
Flat  Campground  that  day  for  a possible  great  gray  owl. 

— MRS.  VALERIA  G.  DaCOSTA,  Field  Trips  Chairman 

ALBATROSS  EXPEDITION  - JUNE  19 

Leavitt  McQuesten  will  lead  his  annual  offshore  trip  for  albatross  on 
Monday,  June  19.  Fifty  observers  can  be  accommodated  on  the  Stagnaro 
sport  fishing  boat.  It  will  leave  Stagnaro  Landing  on  Santa  Cruz  municipal 
wharf  at  7:30  a.m.  for  the  four-hour  trip.  Tickets  are  $1.50  Write  Mr.  Mc- 
Questen, 120  Otis  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif. 

FIELD  TRIP  REPORTS 

East  Oakland  Wildflower  Trip,  March  15  — On  the  quarry  walk  21 
persons,  fortunate  in  having  a sunny  morning,  found  55  species  of  flowers, 
of  which  40  were  natives.  Giant  Trilliums,  red,  pink,  or  pure  white,  easily 
took  first  honors.  The  acres  of  lupine,  always  the  great  show,  were  to  a 
large  extent  flowerless.  A tall  pink  currant  bush,  circled  by  a hummingbird, 
was  a very  lovely  sight.  Other  flowers  especially  admired  were  Indian 
Paint  Brush  in  large  bright  clumps,  Shooting  Stars,  Hound’s  Tongue, 
Purple  Nightshade,  and  Gray  Mule  Ears.  A week  later,  covering  the  same 
ground,  I found  12  other  species  in  bloom,  9 of  them  natives,  including 
Fritillaria,  Star  Tulip  (a  Mariposa  Lily)  and  Red  Larkspur.  On  March  28, 
of  three  flowering  stalks  of  Fritillaria,  one  had  eight  open  flowers. 

- MARSHALL  JENCKS,  Leader 
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Tilden  Park,  Berkeley,  March  18  — Forty  Audubon  members  and 
friends  enjoyed  the  field  trip  led  by  L.  R.  Leinbach  in  Tilden  Park  to  see 
the  wildflowers  and  hear  spring  bird  songs. 

Audubon  Canyon  Ranch,  April  1 — Under  the  leadership  of  A.  Laur- 
ence Curl,  over  50  GGAS  members  and  friends  gathered  at  the  Ranch  to 
observe  the  nesting  great  blue  herons  and  common  egrets.  At  least  six  fluffy 
young  great  blue  herons  were  already  hatched  and  the  egrets  were  busily 
preparing  their  nests.  In  the  afternoon  we  visited  Point  Reyes  Bird  Ob- 
servatory, where  banding  demonstrations  were  given  in  the  Lab.,  and  in 
the  field  Marie  Mans  with  a tape  recorder  amply  demonstrated  the  terri- 
torial behavior  of  birds.  — VAL  DaCOSTA,  Field  Trips  Chairman 

COVEL'S  CONSERVATION  CORNER 

Your  Chairman  attended  Saturday,  March  11,  sessions  of  the  National 
Wildlife  Federation  Convention  at  the  San  Francisco  Hilton.  Hundreds  of 
delegates,  members  and  families  from  the  50  states  reminded  us  of  the 
recent  Audubon  Convention  and  we  must  recognize  that  most  of  these 
people  came  from  similar  motivation  — to  preserve  their  sport  and  some 
of  Wild  America  — if  for  hook  and  gun  rather  than  binocular  and  camera. 
Audubon  Executive  Vice-President  Charles  H.  Callison,  formerly  a NWF 
staffer,  also  was  in  attendance. 

Congressman  Don  Clausen  presented  the  principal  forenoon  address, 
his  plan  for  Northwestern  California  titled:  “Redwoods  to  the  Sea.”  This 
apparent  substitution  for  a Redwood  National  Park  we  found  very  vague 
and  disappointing,  lacking  concrete  acreage  figures  and  costs  for  his  audi- 
ence, but  featuring  a linkage  of  existing  State  Park  lands  with  various 
government  and  privately  owned  parcels  for  “multiple  use”  purposes. 
(That  same  evening  the  Convention  unanimously  endorsed  the  Adminis- 
tration’s bills  for  a National  Redwood  Park  of  some  43,434  acres.) 

Mr.  Clausen’s  recommendation  that  the  Administration  should  imme- 
diately pass  funds  to  purchase  the  remaining  Pt.  Reyes  lands  to  complete 
the  Seashore  as  planned,  before  further  rise  of  land  values  and  despolia- 
tion of  new  sections  by  developers,  we  found  most  welcome  advice. 

Norman  B.  Livennore,  new  Administrator  of  the  Resources  Agency  of 
California,  gave  the  Saturday  luncheon  address  on  “Trends  in  the  Eco- 
nomics of  Wildlife  Management.”  Mr.  Livermore  stressed  the  benefits  of 
hunter-fisherman-farmer  cooperation,  and  estimated  this  rod-and-gun  fra- 
ternity spent  some  $350,000,000  annually  in  California  — also  that  water- 
fowl  hunters  provided  about  one-half  of  all  waterfowl  habitat  in  California! 
He  submitted  as  an  outstanding  example  of  a farmer’s  conscience  and 
cooperation  the  case  of  Rancher  Grover  (?)  of  Battle  Creek,  Sacramento 
River  watershed,  who  found  he  had  spawning  beds  worth  $350.00  per  acre. 
But  we  were  disappointed  not  to  hear  Mr.  Livermore  mention  his  views 
concerning  the  relation  of  his  State  Parks  to  the  proposed  National  Red- 
wood Park. 

The  “Great  Oil  Blitz”  of  England’s  beaches,  birds  and  marine  life 
comes  over  each  news  broadcast  as  we  write  these  lines.  Our  profound 
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sympathy  for  the  affected  people  and  these  lost  resources  is  mixed  with 
the  sickening  realization  this  tanker  disaster  could  have  been  on  the 
Farallon  Islands  — our  beaches  — our  birds  and  marine  life!  We  wonder 
why  there  must  be  super-super  ships  and  planes  with  consequent  super- 
disasters for  people  and  natural  resources  when  something  goes  wrong? 
Even  a little  oil  on  open  water  can  be  tragic,  and  we  speak  from  personal 
experience. 

News  of  another  catastrophe  even  closer  comes  in  the  Audubon 
Leaders  Conservation  Guide  for  March  15.  We  quote  veratim:  “Lack  of 
sufficient  diking  in  a recent  dredging  operation  in  Tampa  Bay,  Florida, 
led  to  a heavy  coat  of  mucky  silt  being  deposited  — more  than  two  feet 
deep  in  some  places  — in  much  of  the  shallow-water  feeding  area  surround- 
ing our  island  sanctuaries  there.  The  silt  has  killed  plant  life  and  driven 
off  the  fish  and  shellfish  that  until  this  year  fed  some  25,000  nesting  birds 
each  spring.”  This  was  part  of  the  testimony  given  by  Mr.  Callison  to 
the  House  Subcommittee  on  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  Conservation  on  March 
8 in  National  Audubon’s  efforts  to  secure  passage  of  the  Estuarine  Areas 
Bill. 

Shadows  of  this  Tampa  Bay  disaster  loom  over  Bolinas  Bay  and  our 
equally  precious,  if  much  smaller,  Canyon  Ranch  heron  rookery.  They 
loomed  larger  before  the  quick  coup  that  secured  Kent  Island  — a key  block 
in  the  ill-conceived,  “super-marina”  development  that  might  have  des- 
troyed wildlife,  fish  and  shellfish  populations  of  Bolinas  Bay.  We  trust  our 
readers  will  demonstrate  interest  in  the  pending  Estuarine  Areas  Bill, 
H.R.  25,  which  could  prevent  such  needless  disasters  along  both  our  coast- 
lines. — PAUL  F.  COVEL,  Conservation  Chairman. 


AUDUBON  CANYON  RANCH,  BOLINAS  LAGOON 
Under  joint  sponsorship  of  Golden  Gate  and  Marin 
Audubon  Societies  to  protect  a major  rookery  of 
Common  Egrets  and  Great  Blue  Herons. 


Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  is  open  to  the  public  through  July  4 from 
10  a.m.  to  4 p.m.  on  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  holidays.  Organized  groups 
may  visit  the  Ranch  on  Wednesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Fridays  by  appoint- 
ment. Appointments  are  necessary  to  avoid  overcrowding  the  Ranch  and 
also  because  the  picnic  area  is  limited.  For  appointments  please  write 
Mrs.  Stanley  Ellis,  2483  Mar  East,  Tiburon,  giving  alternate  dates  when- 
ever possible.  Individual  Audubon  members  (and  their  guests)  may  visit 
the  Ranch  on  Wednesdays  through  Fridays  without  an  appointment.  All 
visitors  are  urged  to  observe  the  regulations  about  smoking  - NO  SMOK- 
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ING  ON  THE  TRAILS.  Phil  Kearney,  of  Marin  Audubon  Board  and 
formerly  with  the  National  Park  Service,  was  the  naturalist  on  duty  during 
March  and  April.  During  May  and  June  C.  W.  Zumwalt  of  Greenbrae, 
recently  with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  will  be  the  naturalist. 

Contributions  are  needed  for  the  Ranch  Maintenance  Fund  and  may 
be  sent  to  P.O.  Box  2113,  San  Francisco  94126. 

MEMORIAL  GIFTS  TO  CANYON  RANCH: 


In  Memory  of:  Gift  of: 

Mrs.  Eva  Chambers Clare  Swanson,  Faith  Keefer,  Dorothy 

Ingalls,  Mary  Lou  Dietz,  Palma  Lewis,  Lucy  Kendrick 

Frank  A.  Scott  Mabel  Whitmore,  Katharine  Scott  Bishop 

Hope  Purmont  Mrs.  Richard  C.  Whitin, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  B.  Harding 

Dorothy  Prentiss  Dorothy  M.  DufEeld 

Robert  R.  Porter John  E.  Monser 

Bertha  Brush  Parsons Miss  Harriet  Parsons,  Mrs.  Donald  A.  Dallas 

Mr.  Tracy  Hamm Edith  and  Allen  Van  Orden 

Ernest  K.  Schulze Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milward  V.  Harris 


We  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  following  special  gifts  to  Audubon 
Canyon  Ranch:  In  Honor  of  Myra  Browne  and  Chester  Bowles  by  Mrs. 
Henry  F.  (Mabel)  Whitmore,  and  In  Honor  of  Violet  Homem  by  Mrs. 
Carl  W.  (Phyllis)  Anderson.  — DR.  ALBERT  BOLES,  Sanctuary  & Me- 
morial Fund  Chairman,  854  Longridge  Rd.,  Oakland,  Calif.  94610. 

Please  notify  President  Bertha  Underhill  if  you  have  any  information 
about  what  happened  to  the  set  of  color  slides  of  Canyon  Ranch. 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  serve  as  hosts  or  hostesses  at  the  Ranch  in 
May.  Please  phone  Mrs.  Mary  Leinbach,  526-7649. 

EAST  BAY  REGIONAL  PARK  NEWS 

We  have  received  a resume  of  tax  facts  from  the  East  Bay  Regional 
Park  District  showing  why  the  District  needs  to  have  its  present  tax  rate 
of  10<j:  per  $100  of  assessed  valuation  continued  and  without  restriction  on 
its  use. 

In  1934  the  East  Bay  Regional  Park  District  came  into  being  with  a 
tax  rate  of  5<b  In  1964  the  rate  was  increased  from  5<f  to  10<-  with  the 
restriction  that  it  be  used  only  for  land  acquisition  and  capital  improve- 
ment and  that  it  be  only  for  five  years.  The  extra  nickel  has  meant  im- 
provements to  existing  regional  parks,  the  purchase  of  new  park  lands, 
and  an  increasing  awareness  and  use  of  these  parks  by  the  public.  More 
than  4 million  people  came  last  year  and  5 million  are  expected  this  year. 

In  1969  the  tax  rate  returns  to  5<f.  Today  it  takes  12%  <1  to  do  what 
5<t  did  in  1934,  according  to  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  The 
original  nickel  is  used  for  maintenance  and  operation  of  pre-1964  facilities, 
plus  all  the  improvements  and  developments  made  since  then.  By  1969 
it  will  cost  7<t  or  more  for  maintenance  and  operation  of  existing  Regional 
Parks. 
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If  the  109  tax  is  not  continued  — if  the  legislature  does  not  take 
action  at  this  session  — land  purchases  would  come  to  an  abrupt  halt, 
recently  acquired  parks  would  not  be  developed,  some  recreational  facili- 
ties would  probably  be  closed,  user  fees  would  be  increased,  and  federal 
and  state  funds  would  be  lost. 

The  funds  available  have  been  stretched  to  the  limit  with  economies 
of  all  kinds,  together  with  long  hours  by  the  staff.  The  extra  has 
meant  the  purchase  of  the  Garin  Ranch  and  Erickson  property  in  Alameda 
County  and  the  opening  of  Lake  Chabot  to  public  use.  In  Contra  Costa 
County  it  has  meant  the  purchase  of  Three  Lakes  Ranch  and  other  Briones 
parcels,  Las  Trampas  Ridge,  development  of  Briones  and  Kennedy  Grove 
(both  to  open  this  summer)  and  land  studies  leading  to  possible  future 
purchases  at  Brooks  Island,  Wildcat  Canyon,  Pt.  Richmond,  John  Marsh 
Home,  and  others. 

Under  the  present  1(K  tax  the  average  householder  pays  $3.50  a 
year  for  the  beautiful  open  areas  of  the  Regional  Parks  and  the  unique 
recreation  they  provide.  This  amounts  to  two  movies  a year  or  IV2  cartons 
of  cigarettes.  It’s  less  than  30<fa  month.  A return  to  the  5<t‘  tax  rate  would 
save  the  average  householder  a mere  14Vz<i  a month. 

Today  other  park  systems  in  California  and  throughout  the  nation 
are  looking  to  the  East  Bay  Regional  Park  District  for  leadership.  How 
paradoxical  it  would  be  for  the  EBRPD  to  retrogress! 

The  complete  outline  of  “Tax  Facts”  and  suggestions  for  action  may 
be  obtained  from  the  East  Bay  Regional  Park  District  headquarters, 
11500  Skyline  Blvd.,  Oakland. 

The  Naturalist  Program  in  Tilden  Regional  Park  will  include  guided 
trips  in  the  Nature  Area  on  Sundays  through  May.  Come  and  meet  Ron 
Russo,  a new  Park  Naturalist.  — ED. 

OBSERVATIONS 

Feb.  25  — Henry  Robert  observed  5 female  and  1 male  common  mer- 
gansers on  Alpine  Lake,  Marin  County,  at  7 a.m.  near  the  dam.  A few 
minutes  later  he  saw  2 pileated  woodpeckers  east  of  the  dam  and  north 
of  the  road. 

Feb.  26  — Joan  Mayerle  and  Henry  Robert  watched  a Townsend’s 
solitaire  in  the  Sargent  Cypress  stand  along  the  Simmons  Trail  on  Mt. 
Tamalpais,  and  a pileated  woodpecker  on  the  lower  Kent  Trail.  Later  they 
counted  16  female  and  12  male  common  mergansers  on  Alpine  Lake. 

Feb.  27  — Henry  Robert  saw  a female  and  a male  hooded  merganser 
on  Alpine  Lake.  At  least  10  of  the  common  mergansers  were  still  there. 

March  19  — Harry  Adamson  observed  one  pileated  woodpecker  flying 
across  the  glade  about  one-quarter  mile  south  of  Bon  Tempe  Lake  ( Dam ) , 
Marin  County. 

March  20  — Harry  Adamson  reported  one  red-shouldered  hawk  circling 
over  his  house  in  Lafayette,  Contra  Costa  County.  “This  is  only  my  2nd 
record  of  this  species  for  our  place  in  15  years  of  residence.” 
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March  24  — \ al  and  Bob  DaCosta  and  Pat  and  Jim  Ellis  saw  one  snowy  owl 
on  the  sand  dunes  at  Areata  about  5 p.m.  It  was  close  enough  for  them 
to  see  all  the  field  marks  before  it  took  off  and  flew  in  an  easterly  direction. 
This  winter  3 snowy  owls  have  been  observed  on  these  dunes  near  Areata 
(just  north  of  Eureka)  beginning  January  31.  Dr.  Stanley  Harris  of  Hum- 
boldt State  College  kindly  helped  many  Audubon  members  find  one  or 
more  of  the  snowy  owls.  On  April  1 five  motorcyclists  were  racing  up 
and  down  the  dunes  in  the  owls’  territory. 

Last  November  6 Hans  Meinhardt  saw  two  of  the  California  gulls 
marked  by  Dr.  Diem  at  the  University  of  Wyoming.  No.  73  was  at  Spreckels 
Lake  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  and  No.  58  was  near  Golden  Gate  Fields.  They 
were  marked  in  Wyoming  on  June  30,  1966. 

City  Observations  — In  San  Francisco  Wesley  Barefoot  counted  50 
cedar  waxwings  flying  to  pyracantha  bushes  near  Van  Ness  and  Bay  St. 
on  March  13. 

In  Richmond  Fred  Castor  reported  a flock  of  black-crowned  night 
herons  roosting  in  the  trees  of  Nichol  Park  early  in  March. 

NATIONAL  AUDUBON  WESTERN  CONFERENCE  - 1968 

After  five  long  years,  the  Western  Office  of  the  National  Audubon 
Society  cordially  invites  you  to  attend  the  renewal  of  the  popular  Asilomar 
Conferences.  The  challenging  theme  for  the  next  Conference  is  “Playing 
Russian  Roulette  with  Nature.”  Save  the  dates  of  April  6-7-8-9,  1968 
( Sat.-Tues ) . If  you  would  like  to  receive  priority  program  information  and 
Registration  and  Trip  Forms,  send  a postal  now  with  your  name,  address, 
and  zip  code  to  Audubon  Conference,  P.O.  Box  3666,  El  Monte,  Calif. 
91733.  Materials  will  be  sent  to  you  early  in  Fall  ahead  of  the  general 
public  and  group  mailings.  — BILL  GOODALL,  Western  Representative. 

NEW  MEMBERS 

We  welcome  the  following  new  members  to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
Society:  From  Berkeley  — Marguerite  Keeler,  Mary  Kelsey,  Jean  Peck, 
Mrs.  William  Rawn,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Rubinoff,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard 
Scheible  and  family,  Sondra  Shair;  from  Oakland  — Pearl  and  Paul 
Crockett,  James  Morgan,  Mrs.  Hebard  Olsen,  Miss  Leslie  Werner;  from 
San  Francisco  — Charlotte  Cooper,  George  Georgeades,  Mrs.  Herbert  S. 
Henderson,  Benno  and  Catherine  Schoenborn,  Laurie  Thurwell;  from 
Albany  — Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  L.  Hastings;  from  Menlo  Park  — Russell 
Regnery;  from  Orinda  — Dr.  G.  M.  Hing;  from  Pleasant  Hill  — Mrs.  Eugene 
Shreyer;  from  Richmond  — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karl  Kaspin;  from  Walnut  Creek 
—Velma  Cuddeback.  - MRS.  ZELLA  CUSHMAN,  Membership  Secretary. 

Janet  Nickelsburg,  our  Education  Chairman,  is  receiving  many  sub- 
scriptions and  letters  for  the  Cygnet,  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  publica- 
tion for  children.  For  a year’s  subscription  or  renewal,  please  send  $1  to 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Nickelsburg,  Cygnet  Editor,  2585  Union  St.,  San  Francisco, 
94123. 
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